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Legacy of Leading Advances in Reading Assessment

1991 IEA’s International Reading Literacy Study 

2001 Assembled NRCs to assess trends
—And some countries did

Call for a new 
generation of

Reading
Assessment!



PIRLS 2001

• Longer, authentic texts to reflect what students read

• Reading for a purpose

—Literary experience 

—Acquire and use information

• Greater variety of texts to reflect purposes

—Separate brochure, colorful “Reader”

• Heavy reliance on constructed response items



Important Advances with Each Cycle

2006 Processes as well as Purposes

—Retrieve 

—Make inferences   

—Integrate ideas

—Evaluate and critique

2011 Assessed with TIMSS Fourth Grade

—Opportunity to assess same students

—Relationships among reading, mathematics,
and science achievement



Important Advances with Each Cycle (Cont.) 

2016 Pioneering computer-based assessment of online reading—ePIRLS

—Voluntary since PIRLS was still paper based

—PIRLS Literacy (less difficult option) linked to PIRLS 

2021 Transition to Digital Assessment and Group Adaptive Design 

—Half the countries digital, ePIRLS and process data

—All countries had option of choosing proportion of students given less 
difficult or more difficult texts (most 50/50)

—In COVID times (before it was the new normal), modified Southern 
Hemisphere data collection schedule 



PIRLS 2026

• Completes the transition to fully digital assessment

• Integrates “ePIRLS” into PIRLS so just “PIRLS 2026”

—Informational reading includes on the internet

• Implements the data collection schedule where
the Southern Hemisphere follows the Northern
Hemisphere in the same calendar year 

• Continues the Group Adaptive Design

Note: Countries requiring a paper option can consider IEA’s LaNA.



Examples of ePIRLS and Digital PIRLS Reading Texts 

ePIRLS: Oceans
Simulated websites

Teacher avatar guides students



ePIRLS: Oceans

Item #7





ePIRLS: Oceans

Item #10





ePIRLS: Oceans

Item #16





Examples of ePIRLS and Digital PIRLS Reading Texts 

Digital PIRLS: The Empty Pot

Literary Text/Story

Updated from paper

Students scroll through text and click through 
questions



Digital PIRLS: The Empty Pot

Item #4





Digital PIRLS: The Empty Pot

Item #5





Digital PIRLS: The Empty Pot

Item #13





Examples of ePIRLS and Digital PIRLS Reading Texts 

Digital PIRLS: The Amazing Octopus 

Informational Text

Students scroll through 
text and click through 

questions 

Some animations
(new in 2021)



Digital PIRLS: The Amazing 
Octopus

Item #1





Digital PIRLS: The Amazing 
Octopus

Item #2





Digital PIRLS: The Amazing 
Octopus

Item #13





Group Level Adaptive 
Testing in PIRLS 2026



PIRLS 2026 Framework Update

• Continue with PIRLS basic assessment
framework of Literary and Informational
purposes and four comprehension processes

• Update role of reading online in Partnership with                         
John Sabatini, University of Memphis

• First meeting PIRLS 2026 RDG -
January 2023

• First meeting PIRLS 2026 NRCs -
February 2023

—Hosted by IEA in Amsterdam



IEA StudyExpert – Digital Assessment System

• Collaboration with IEA in building
StudyExpert

• Progress towards new interactive
types of reading materials

• Progress towards new innovative item types that can be machine 
scored

• Progress towards automated scoring of various types of students’ 
constructed responses

• More efficient data collection—translation, administration, scoring



Achievement Data

• Average achievement and distribution on
the PIRLS Fourth Grade Reading
Comprehension Scale 

• Average achievement on subscales

—Purposes: Reading for Literary
enjoyment and to find Information

—Processes: Retrieve/Make Inferences and Integrate/Evaluate

• Percentages of students reaching the PIRLS International Benchmarks

—Low, Intermediate, High, Advanced



Achievement Data (Cont.)

• International Benchmarks accompanied by descriptions of the types
of reading accomplished by students reaching each level in PIRLS 2026

• Trends in achievement—overall and by gender



Background Data in Relation to Achievement Data

• Parents’ descriptions of home support for
learning to read

—Books/internet, early childhood experiences

• School climate

—Resources, emphasis on academics, safety

• Classroom climate and instructional
approaches/activities

• Students’ attitudes and behaviors
concerning reading and reading instruction



Process Data 

• Students’ navigation through the assessment

—How much of the text do they read before accessing questions? Do    
they scroll through the text in sync with the questions? Do they go 
back to earlier sections? Do they play the videos? Do they use the 
highlighter?

• Students’ timing from question to question

—Response times per question (relatively
longer or shorter—too short?) including,
information about omits



Longitudinal Option

• Re-assess the same students one year after the PIRLS 2026 
assessment

• Investigate students’ learning gains over one year of schooling

• Compare degree of increases across instructional goals

• Examine differences across subgroups of students 

2026                      2027



Overview of PIRLS 2026 Schedule

2023–2024 Integrated development
of reading assessment instruments
and software

—Texts, items, background
questionnaires; translation,
administration, and scoring
systems 

2025 Field Test 

2026 Data Collection 

2027 Analysis and Reporting 
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