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Restricted-use/Secured Items Policy

|EA believes in the importance of Open Science to support research and is
eager to share study instruments and other study-related materials.

At the same time, IEA also has an interest in monitoring the use of IEA
materials outside of the regular study cycles to prevent any possible misuse
of these materials and to protect IEA’s study reputation.

|IEA study instruments and other study-related materials are IEA’s
intellectual property and copyright protected.

Therefore, accessing IEA materials requires approval from IEA, to be
formalized by submitting a Permission Request Form.

External researchers and NRCs (upon completion of a study cycle) should
complete the form when requesting IEA materials.




Restricted-use/Secured Items Policy
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After the end of
each study cycle a
selected number of

assessment items
are made available
for national
reporting activities,
secondary research,
or to show the
materials to relevant
stakeholders.

o

These items are
called restricted-use
items, and the
selection of
restricted-use items
varies from one
study to the other.

o

The remaining items
are secured (not
available for public
use) for upcoming
study cycles (trend
measure) or other
contexts (such as
modifications for
upcoming cycles or
other studies).

The selection of the
study items to be
released as
restricted-use is
made by the ISC for
each study.




Restricted-use/Secured Items History

Released Items Restricted-Use Items
* Term used before 2015 for all released * Term implemented after 2015.
items. » After 2015 most of the released materials
« Allreleased items were available on ISC/IEA are no longer publicly available (only some
website. examples appear on national or international
* Required/requires permission for use. reports).

> * Requires permission for use and access
» Better overview of the use of IEA materials:
— Meet quality standards
— Ensure no direct links are made
between the use of items and
achievement scales.

Secured Items
* Not publicly available/cannot be requested




Permission Requests Overview (2023-2024) 6

Approved a total of 96 requests in 2023 and 80
requests on 2024 (until now).

Maijority of the granted requests were for TIMSS
followed by PIRLS materials.

— The number of requests from one study to the
other depend on the availability of the materials
(paper/online), the history of a study (humber of
cycles and released items) and/or release date
(more or less recent).

Requestors from 50 different countries, primarily
United States (33), followed by Turkiye (12),
Philippines (11) and Germany (8).

145 of the requests came from external requestors
and 19 from national centers (12 other types).

Studies Overview
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Permission Requests Overview (2023-2024)

Type of Materials Purpose

- m Assessment m Content

Materials Analyses
m Context
Questionnaires m Data
Collection

Other (i.e.
chapter figures,
tables) Informational

m Assessment /Trainings

items & Context
qguestionnaires
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Permission Requests Improvements

Since November 2023, the IEA website includes more information
regarding permission requests:

—  Procedures for requesting and using |IEA study materials
—  Materials available upon request

—  Approval criteria

—  Guidelines for NSCs

An online permission request form is included on IEA’s website. The form
is more dynamic and helps requesters to easily identify what they wish to
access and for what purpose.

An Electronic Signature platform is used to speed up the approval of
requests (from IEA and national centers).




Permission Requests Improvements
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Permission Requests Improvements
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Permission Request Form

PERMISSION REQUEST FORM

IEA Permission Request Form

To be completed in English.

IEA study instruments and other study-related documents are IEA’s intellectual property and are copyright
protected. It is for this reason that using such materials always requires formal permission from IEA.

Please read and adhere to |EA's Permission Request Guidelines. If you have any questions about filling in this form
after reading these guidelines, please feel free to contact IEA at permission.requests@iea.nl.

If you have any questions or further information about the status of an already submitted permission request, you are
welcome to also contact IEA at permission.requests@iea.nl.

CREATE NEW PERMISSION REQUEST
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Permission Requests Procedures

National Study Centers

 National Study Centers are also required to request permission to use
restricted-use materials for other activities after the end of a study
cycle.

* Since the national instruments’ intellectual property rights are shared
between |IEA and the national center, it is necessary to ask for formal
permission from IEA (submit a permission request form).

— National instruments refer to translations of international study materials.
— National options are not considered as IEA materials.
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Permission Requests Procedures

External Requesters

« External requestors (e.g., researchers, university students, or educators)
may request access to national versions of the restricted-use materials
after the end of a study cycle.

* Since the national instruments’ intellectual property rights are shared
between |IEA and national center, it is required to ask for formal
permission from both IEA and the national center.

— National instruments refer to translations of international study materials.
—  National options are not considered as IEA materials.

* |EA oversees this process. Upon having |IEA receiving the permission
request form, IEA will approach the NRC for approval. The NRC will
formalize this process by eSigning the NRC approval form.
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Permission Requests Procedures

EE— ]
External Requesters (after the end of a study € A
CyC I e) Permission Approval Form o
NRC approval form i
e The NRC will receive both the permission e e B i
request form (from the requester) as We” as translated IEA materials listed below to [ - = oo oo (requester).
the Permission Approval form for NRCs from
IEA.
*  The document will be provided and must be
signed via PandaDoc (Electronic Signature -
platform).
—  The national center may have an existing o

procedure for requesting restricted-use materials.
Both national and IEA’s procedures must be
followed to formalize a request.
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Looking into the Future

« ltis essential for IEA and national centers to collaborate in the
processing and review of requests for national instruments.

 As previously shown, assessment items are frequently requested.
However, with the administration of IEA assessments transitioning to
fully digital, this will provide some challenges in terms of accessibility
and use of the materials.

* Itis necessary to consider what we want to release to external
requestors and for which purposes.

* Possible challenges in assuring the faithfulness of the requests.
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Thank you

permission.requests@iea.nl

Marta Moreno Hidalgo, Raegen van Bree, and Tahira Qadri
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